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Section 1. Be It Enacted By The County Council of Harford County,

1Ii'

Maryland, that new Article VII, heading, Sign Code, be, and it is

3 hereby added to Chapter 25, heading, Zoning, of the Harford County

4 Code, as amended, all to read as follows:

5 CHAPTER 25. ZONING.

6 ARTICLE VII. SIGN CODE.

7 SECTION 25- 67. PURPOSE.

8 THE PURPOSE OF THIS ARTICLE IS TO REGULATE ALL EXTERIOR SIGNS

9 SO AS TO PROTECT PROPERTY VALUES, TO PROTECT THE CHAR}\ CTER OF THE

10 VARIOUS NEIGHBORHOODS IN THE COUNTY, TO PRESERVE AND ENHANCE

11 NATURAL SCENIC BEAUTY, TO PROTECT HEALTH, SAFETY AND MORALS, AND

12 TO PROMOTE THE GENERAL WELFARE.

13 SECTION 25- 68. APPLICATION.

14 THIS ARTICLE SHALL BE EFFECTIVE WITHIN THE TERRITORIAL

15 LIMITS OF HARFORD COUNTY, MARYLAND, AND SHALL NOT APPLY WITHIN ANY

16 INCORPORATED TOWN OR MUNICIPALITY IN HARFORD COUNTY.

17 SECTION 25- 69. TITLE.

18 THIS ARTICLE SHALL BE KNO\t\lN AND CITED AS THE " SIGN CODE."

19 SECTION 25- 70. DEFINITIONS.

20 1) BILLBOARD. ANY OUTDOOR AGVERTISING SIGN WHICH PROMOTES

21 OR ADVERTISES PRODUCTS, SERVICES, ACTIVITIES, OR BUSINESSES NOT

22 RELATED TO THE SITE OR BUILDING OR USE ON WHICH IT IS LOCATED.

23 2) BOARD. THE HARFORD COUNTY BOARD OF APPEALS.

24 3) DEPARTMENT. THE DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND ZONING.

25 4) DISTRICT. THE ZONING DISTRICT.

26 5) ENFORCEMENT OFFICER. THE DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF

27 PLANNING AND ZONING OR HfS DESIGNEE.

28 6) ERECT. BUILD, CONSTRUCT, ATTACH, HANG, PLACE, SUSPEND,

29 OR AFFIX, AND SHALL ALSO INCLUDE THE PAINTING OF WALL SIGNS, BUT

30 SHALL NOT INCLUDE THE CHANGING OF ADVERTISING COpy OR MESSAGES ON

31 BILLBOARDS AND OTHER ADVERTISING STRUCTURES WHICH ARE DESIGNED

32 REPLACABLE COPY.
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7) FACE OR SURFACE. THE SURFACE OF THE SIGN UPON, AGAINST,

2
OR THROUGH \ vHICH THE MESSAGE IS DISPLAYED OR ILLUSTRATED ON THE

SIGN.

3

4
8) MAINTENANCE. THE PAINTING, REPAINTING, CLEANING AND

5
OTHER REPAIR OF A SIGN OR STRUCfURAL TRIM UNLESS A STRUCTURAL OR

6
ELECTRICAL CHANGE IS MADE.

7
9) OTHER ADVERTISING STRUCTURE. ANY MARQUEE, CANOPY,

8
AWNING OR STREET CLOCK AS FURTHER DEFINED HEREIN.

9
10) PARAPET. A LOW WALL PROTECTING THE EDGE OF A ROOF.

10
11) PERSON. ANY PERSON, FIRM, PARTNERSHIP, ASSOCIATION,

11
CORPORATION, COMPANY, OR ORGANIZATION OF ANY KIND.

12
12) PROJECTION. THE DISTANCE WHICH A SIGN EXTENDS OVER

13
PUBLIC PROPERTY OR BEYOND THE BUILDING LINE.

14
13) ROOF LINE. THE P.1l.RT OF THE ROOF OR PARAPET WHICH

15
COVERS THE MAJOR AREA OF THE BUILDING.

16
14

ISSETBACK. UNLESS THE LINE

THE REQUIRED MINIMUM DISTANCE FROM ' rtm ROAD RIGHT- OF-\ t\TAY OR ANY17

18
LOT LINE THAT AREA WHICH

19
OR STRUCTURES MUST BE ERECTED OR

20
HH SIGN. EVERY SIGN, BILLBOARD, FREESTANDING SIGN,

15

WALL SIGN, ROOF SIGN, ILLUMINATED SIGN, PROJECTING SIGN, TEMPORARY21

22
SIGN, MARQUEE, AWNING, CANOPY AND STREET CLOCK, AND SHALL INCLUDE

23
ANY ANNOUNCEMENT, DECLARATION, DEMONSTRATION, DISPLAY ILLUSTRATION

OR INSIGNIA USED TO ADVERTISE OR PROMOTE THE INTERESTS OF ANY24

PERSON WHEN THE SAME IS PLACED OUT OF DOORS IN VIEW OF THE GENERAL25

PUBLIC.
26

27
HH THE AREA SURFACES INCLUDING THE OUTER

16 SIGN

28
EXTREMITIES OF ALL LET'fERS, FIGURES, CHARACTERS, AND DELINEATIONS

OR SURFACE AREA MAKING CONTACT WITH THE OUTEE EXTREMITIES OF THE29

FRAMEWORK OR BACKGROUND OF THE SIGN, WHICHEVEH IS GREATER. THE30

31
SUPPORT FOR THE SIGN BACKGROUND, SUCH AS, BUT NOT LIMITED TO,

32
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COLUMNS, PYLONS, OR BUILDINGS OR PART THEREOF, SHALL NOT BE

2 INCLUDED IN THE SIGN AREA UNLESS USED FOR ADVERTISING PURPOSES.

3 17 DIRECTIONAL. ANY SIGN ON A SITE FOR THE

4 PURPOSE OF DIRECTING TO ANOTHER USE, SERVICE OR AREA.

5 H&)- 18 SIGN, IDENTIFICATION. ANY SIGN IDENTIFYING OR

6 ADVERTISING A BUSINESS, PERSON, ACTIVITY, PRODUCTS, OR SERVICES

7 LOCATED ON THE PREMISES l,mERE THE SIGN IS LOCATED.

8 t.J:.i-)- (19) SIGN, ILLUMINATED. ANY SIGN WHICH HAS CHARACTERS

9 LETTERS, FIGURES, DESIGNS OR OUTLINE ILLUMINATED BY ELECTRIC

10 LIGHTS OR LUMINOUS TUBES AS A PART OF THE SIGN.

11 H8+ 20 STRUCTURE. ANYTHING CONSTRUCTED, THE USE OF

12 WHICH REQUIRES PERMANENT LOCATION ON THE GROUND OR IS ATTACHED TO

13 SOMETHING HAVING A PERMANENT LOCATION ON THE GROUND.

14 HC})- 21 STRUCTURAL TRIM. THE MOLDING, BATTENS, CAPPINGS,

15 NAILING STRIPS, LATTICING, AND PLATFORMS WHICH ARE ATTACHED TO

16 SIGN STRUCTURE.

17 SECTION 25- 71. SIGN TYPES AND RESTRICTIONS.

18 ( 1) CANOPY SIGNS. A DETACHABLE ROOF- LIKE STRUCTURE SUP-

19 PORTED FROM THE GROUND, DECK, FLOOR, WALL OR BUILDING FOR THE

20 PURPOSE OF PROTECTION FROM THE SUN OR WEATHER. A SIGN MAY BE

21 DISPLAYED ON A CANOPY PROVIDED THAT THE LOWEST POINT OF THE SIGN

22 IS NO CLOSER THAN EIGHT ( 8) FEET FROM THE GROUND.

23 ( 2) FREESTANDING SIGNS. FREESTANDING SIGN SHALL INCLUDE

24 SIGN SUPPORTED BY UPRIGHTS OR BRACES PLACED UPON THE GROUND AND

25 NOT ATTACHED TO ANY BUILDING. BUSINESS SIGNS MAY BE FREESTANDING

26 fF-~ HE- BBfb8fN6- 8eES- Ne~- E*~ EN8-~ 8-~ HE- FBbb- AREA_ 8F_~ HE- PRePER~~

27 AN8-~ HE- PRePER~~- HAS- A- MfNfMBM- 8F- FeR~~-+ 48)-_FEE~_ 8F_ FReN~ A6E.

28 ~ HE- MAXfMBM- AREA- 8F- AN~- FREES~ AN8fN6- Sf6N- SHAbb_ H8~_ EX6EE8-~ W8

29

30 8F-~ HE- 8f6N- SHAbb- BE- SE~ BA6R- EeBAb-~ 8- 8NE-~ HfR8_+} f3)-_eF-~ HE

31 REeBfRE8- BBfb8fH6- SE~ BA6R- SHAbb- BE- MAfN~ AfNE9.__~ HE_~ h~fMBM

32
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HE~ 6H~- AbbeWE8- FeR- AN~- PREES~ ANBfN6- Sf6N- f6-~ WEN~~- FfVE-~ 25t- FEE~

2 AB8VE-~ HE- MEAN- EbEVA~ f8N- eF-~ e~ Ab- ReAB- FReN~ A6E7 IF THE PROPERTY

3 HAS A MINIMUM OF FORTY 40 FEET OF ROAD FRONTAGE. THE SIGN AREA

4 SHALL BE CALCULATED ON THE BAS OF ONE . lL1- SQUA_~ FOOT OF SIGN

5 FOR EVERY FOOT OF ROAD FRONTAGE. I-lOWEVER, THE MAXIMUM

6 AREA OF ANY FREESTANDING SIGN SHALL NOT EXCEED TWO HUNDRED FIFTY

7
QUARE FE~'J"..:..THE SETBACK MEASURED TO THE EDGE OF THE SIGN

8 SHALL BE EQUAl: TO QNE-' J"_IHRD OF THE ~~ QLJIRE12
9 SETBACK. UNLESS OTHERWISE PROVIDED THE MAXIMUM HEIGHT

10
ALLOWED FOR ANY FREESTANDING SIGN IS 35) FEET 12BOVE

11
THE NEAREST PUBLIC ROAD GRADE.

12
3) MARQUEES. MARQUEES SHALL INCLUDE ANY COVERING OF

13
PERMANENT CONSTRUCTION PROJECTING FROM THE WALL OF A BUILDING

14
ABOVE AN ENTRANCE. MARQUEES SHALL NOT PROJECT GbeSER MORE THAN

15 ONE- HALF OF THE REQUIRED BUILDING SETBACK FOR THE DISTRICT.

16 ( 4) PROJECTING SIGNS. PROJECTING SIGNS SHALL INCLUDE ANY

17 SIGN WHICH IS ATTACHED TO A BUILDING AND EXTENDS BEYOND THE LINE

18 OF THE SAID BUILDING OR BEYOND THE SURFACE OF THAT PORTION OF THE

19
BUILDING TO WHICH IT IS ATTACHED. PROJECTING SIGNS MAY NOT

20
PROJECT OVER PUBLIC RIGHTS- OF- WAY AND MAY NOT PROJECT MORE THAN

21
FOUR ( 4) FEET FROM THE WALL OF A BUILDING, NOR HAVE LESS THAN TEN

22
l 0) FEET CLEARANCE AS MEASURED VERTICALLY FROM THE GROUND TO THE

23
BOTTOM OF THE SIGN OR SUPPORTING STRUCTURE. NO PROJECTING SIGN

24
SHALL BE ERECTED AT A HEIGHT EXCEEDING TWENTY- FIVE ( 25) FEET AS

25
MEASURED VERTICALLY FROM THE GROUND TO THE TOP OF THE SIGN OR

26
SUPPORTING STRUCTURE. NO WINDOW OR PART OF A WINDOW SHALL BE

27
COVERED BY THE SIGN AREA OR ITS SUPPORTING STRUCTURE.

28
5) ROOF SIGNS. ROOF SIGN SHALL MEAN ANY SIGN ERECTED,

29
CONs' rRUCTED AND MAINTAINED UPON OR OVER THE ROOF OF ANY BUILDING

30
WITH THE PRINCIPAL SUPPORT ON THE ROOF STRUCTURE. NO ROOF MOUNTED

31
SIGN OR SUPPORTING STRUCTURE SHALL EXTEND MORE THAN EIGHT ( 8) FEET

32
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ABOVE THE PARAPET WALL OR ROOF LINE OF THE BUILDING TO WHICH IT IS

2
ATTACHED.

6 ) TEMPORARY SIGNS. TEMPORARY SIGNS SHALL INCLUDE ANY3

4
PORTABLE SIGN, OR ANY OTHER SIGN, BANNER, PENNANT, VALANCE OR

5
ADVERTISING DISPLAY CONSTRUCTED OF CLOTH, CANVAS, FABRIC, CARD-

6
BOARD, WALL BOARD OR OTHER LIGHT MATERIALS, WITH OR WITHOUT

7 FRAMES, INTENDED TO BE DISPLAYED FOR A SHORT PERIOD OF TH1E ONLY.

8 THEY MUST CONFORM TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF SEe'Pf8N- 25- 1':J:-fZH-- ANB THE

9 HARFORD COUNTY BUILDING AND ELECTRICAL CODE S. TEMPORARY SIGNS HAY

10 BE DISPLAYED FOR PERIODS NOT EXCEEDING THIRTY ( 30) CONSECUTIVE

11 DAYS AND NOT EXCEEDING SIXTY ( 60) DAYS IN ANY ONE YEAR. THEY

12 SHALL BE SET BACK NOT LESS THAN TEN ( 10) FEET FROH THE PROPERTY

13 LINE AND SHALL HAVE A HAXIMUM SIGN AREA OF THIRTY- TWO ( 32) SQUARE

14 FEET AND SHALL NOT EXCEED A HEIGHT OF SIX ( 6) FEET.

7) WALL SIGNS. WALL SIGNS SHALL INCLUDE ALL FLAT SIGNS 9]215

16 S8hfB- FAeS- e8NS'PRBe' Pf8N WHICH ARE PLACED AGAINST A BUILDING OR

17 OTHER STRUCTURE AND ATTACHED TO THE EXTERIOR FRONT, REAR, OR SIDE

18 WALL OF ANY BUILDING, OR OTHER STRUCTURE. FLAT WALL MOUNTED SIGNS

19 MAY BE LOCATED ON ANY WALL OF A BUILDING AND MAY EXTEND NOT MORE

20 THAN EIGHT ( 8) FEET ABOVE THE PARAPET WALL OR ROOF LINE OF THE

21 BUILDING TO WHICH IT IS ATTACHED. HOWEVER, NO WINDOW OR PART OF A

22 WINDOW SHALL BE COVERED BY THE SIGN AREA OR ITS SUPPORTING

23 STRUCTURE.

24 SECTION 25- 72. SIGN PERMITS AND FEES.

25 ( 1) PERMIT REQUIREMENT. IT SHALL BE UNLAWFUL FOR ANY

26 PERSON TO ERECT, ALTER OR RELOCATE ANY SIGN OR OTHER ADVERTISING

27 STRUCTURE AS DEFINED IN THIS ARTICLE WITHOUT FIRST OBTAINING A

28 SIGN PERMIT AND MAKING PAYMENT OF THE REQUIRED FEE. ALL ILLUMI-

29 NATED OR ELECTRICAL OPERATED SIGNS SHALL, IN ADDITI0N, BE SUBJECT

30 TO THE PROVISIONS OF THE HARFORD COUNTY ELECTRICAL CODE AND ANY

31 PERf-lIT FEES REQUIRED THEREUNDER.

32
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2) APPLICATION. APPLICATION FOR A SIGN PERMIT SHALL BE

2 SIGNED BY THE OWNER OR AUTHORI-ZED AGENT. THE SIGN PERtlIT APPLI-

3 CATION SHALL ALSO CONTAIN OR REQUIRE THE NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE

4 SIGN OWNER OR THE SIGN ERECTOR, DRAWINGS SHOWING THE COPY DESIGN,

5 DIMENSIONS, HEIGHTS, AND LOCATION OF THE SIGN, AND SUCH OTHER

6 PER'l' INENT INFORMATION AS THE DEPARTt1ENT MAY REQUIRE TO INSURE

7 COMPLIANCE WITH THE LAWS OF HARFORD COUNTY, MARYLAND.

8 APPLICATION FOR A SIGN PERMIT IS FILED FOR THE ERECTION

9 IN ANY AREA OF HARFORD COUNTY DESIGNATED AS A " HISTORIC

10 OR DISTRIC'l'," THE APPLICATION SHALL BE SUBJECT TO THE APPROVALS

11 THE HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION AND THE DEPARTMENT.

12 ( 3) FEES. FEES FOR SIGN PERMITS SHALL BE AS ESTABLISHED

13 SPECIFIED IN CHAPTER 13, ARTICLE II OF THE HARFORD

14 AMENDED.

15 ( 4) NULLIFICATION. A SIGN PERMIT SHALL BECOME NULL

16 IF THE WORK FOR WHICH THE PERMIT WAS ISSUED HAS NOT BEEN

17 WITHIN TWELVE ( 12) MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF ISSUANCE OF THE

18 PERMIT.

19 ( 5) REVOCATION. THE DIRECTOR IS HEREBY AUTHORIZED AND

20 EMPOWERED TO REVOKE ANY PERMIT ISSUED UPON FAILURE OF THE PER-

21

22 SECTION 25- 73. EXEMPTIONS.

23

MITTEE TO COMPLY WITH ANY PROVISION OF THIS ARTICLE.

THE FOLLOWING TYPES OF SIGNS ARE EXEMPT FROM ALL THE PRO-

24 VISIONS OF THIS ARTICLE, EXCEPT FOR CONSTRUCTION AND SAFETY

25 REGULATIONS AND THE FOLLOWING STANDARDS:

26 1) PUBLIC SIGNS. PUBLIC SIGNS ERECTED BY OR ON THE

27 ORDER OF A PUBLIC OFFICIAL IN THE PERFORMANCE OF DUTY, SUCH AS,

28 BUT NOT LIMITED TO, DIRECTIONAL SIGNS, REGULATORY SIGNS, WARNING

29 SIGNS, INFORMATIONAL SIGNS, AND LEGAL NOTICES.

30
2) SPECIAL EVENT SIGNS. TEMPORARY SIGNS ANNOUNCING

31 ANY PUBLIC, CHARITABLE, EDUCATIONAL OR RELIGIOUS EVENT OR FUNCTION

32
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LOCATED ON THE PREMISES WHERE THE EVENT OR FUNCTION IS TO TAKE

PLACE. THEY SHALL BE SET BACK" NOT LESS THAN TEN ( 10) FEET , FROM THE

PROPERTY LINE AND SHALL HAVE A MAXIMUM SIGN AREA OF TI-IIRTY- T" IO

32) SQUARE FEET AND SHALL NOT EXCEED A HEIGHT OF SIX ( 6) FEET.

SUCH SIGNS SHALL NOT BE ERECTED MORE ' l'HAN THIRTY ( 30) DAYS PRIOR

TO THE EVENT OR FUNCTION AND MUST BE REMOVED WITHIN SEVEN ( 7) DAYS

AFTER THE EVENT OR FUNCTION. SUCH SIGNS SHALL NOT BE ILLUMINATED.

IF BUILDING MOUNTED, THESE SIGNS SHALL BE FLAT WALL SIGNS AND

SHALL NOT PROJECT ABOVE THE ROOF LINE.

5HAbb- N8~- BE- M8RE-~ HAN- Sf*-~ 6t- FEE~- AB8VE- 6R8BN9- bEVEb.

3) INTEGRAL SIGNS. INTEG!<J\L SIGNS DESIGNATING NAMES

OR BUILDINGS, DATES OF ERECTION, MONUMENTAL CITATIONS,

TABLETS AND PLAQUES WHEN CARVED INTO STONE, CONCRETE OR SIMILAR

MATERIAL OR MADE OF BRONZE, ALUMINUM OR OTHER PERI'1ANENT TYPE

CONSTRUCTION AND MADE AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE STRUCTURE, AS WELL

AS SIGNS FORMING AN INTEGRAL PART OF, OR ATTACHED TO, PUMPS

DISPERSING FUELS, VENDING MACHINES, AND SERVICE APPLIANCES.

4) PRIVATE TRAFFIC CONTROL. SIGNS DIRECTING TRAFFIC

MOVEMENT ONTO A PREMISE OR WITHIN A PRE~lISE, NOT EXCEEDING FOUR

4) SQUARE FEET IN AREA FOR EACH SIGN. ILLUMINATION OF THESE

SIGNS SHALL CONFORM TO SECTION 25- 77 HEREOF.

5) REAL ESTATE SIGNS. REAL ESTATE SIGNS NOT

SIX ( 6) SQUARE FEET IN AREA AND LOCATED ON THE SUBJECT PROPERTY

TRACT. THEY SHALL BE REMOVED WI'rHIN FOURTEEN ( 14) DAYS AFTER

EXECUTION OF A LEASE OR CONTRACT FOR SALE OF THE PROPERTY.

6) PROJECT DEVELOPMENT SIGNS. TEMPORARY SIGNS FOR

27 UNDEVELOPED PARCELS OFFERING THE SALE, RENTAL, OR LEASE OF THE

28 PROPERTY SHALL BE SET BACK AT LEAST TEN ( 10) FEET FROM THE FR8N~

29 PR8PER~ lf- bfNE ROAD AND SHALL NOT EXCEED TEN ( 10)

30 IN HEIGHT ABOVE THE ROAD GRADE. ONE SIGN SHALL BE PERMITTED FOR

31 EACH ROAD FRONTAGE OF AT LEAST FIFTY ( 50) FEET. THE MAXIMUM SIGN

32 AREA SHALL NOT EXCEED:
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a) TWENTY- FOUR ( 24) SQUARE FEET FOR ~ H5 PROPERTY

2 WITH LESS THAN TWO HUNDRED FIFTY ( 250) FEET OF ROAD FRONTAGE.

3 b) FORTY- EIGHT ( 48) SQUARE FEET FOR PROPERTY WITH

4 MORE THAN TWO HUNDRED FIFTY ( 250) FEET BUT LESS THAN FIVE HUNDRED

5 ( 500) FEET OF ROAD FRONTAGE.

6 c) SIXTY- FOUR ( 64) SQUARE FEET FOR PROPERTY WITH

7 FIVE HUNDRED ( 500) FEET OR MORE OF ROAD FRONTAGE.

8 +~}-- P8b~~~ GAb- GAMPA~ GN- S~ GNS7-- B~ GEP~- F8R- B~ bbB8AR9ST

9 S~ GNS- ANN88NG~ NG- GAN9~ 9A~ ES- SBEK~ NG- PBBb~ G- 8FF~G5- AN9- 8~ HER- 9A~ A

10 PER~~ N5N~-~ H5R5~ 8- SHAbb- B5- P5RM~~~ 59- gp-~ 8- A-~ 8~Ab- AR5A- 8F- N~ N5

11 +~}- SegAR5- F55~- F8R- 5AGH- PREM~ S5-~ N- A- R5S~ 95N~~ Ab- 9~ S~ R~ G~- AN9

12 ~ H~ R~~-~ W8-+ 3~}- SeBAR5- F55~-~ N- A- BBS~ NESS- 9R-~ N9gS~ R~ Ab- 9~ S~ R~ G~ 7

13 ~ H585- S~ GNS- SHAbb- B5- G8NF~ N59-~ 8- PR~ VA~ E- PR8P5R~~- AN9_ SHAbb- N8~- g5

14 b58S-~ HAN- F~ F~ 55N-+~~}- F55~- FR8M-~ H5- N5AR5S~- 59G5- 8F-~ HE- R8A9

15 SgRFAG5.-- N8- S~ GN- SHAbb- B5- PbAG59- W~~ H~ N- 8~~~~_+ eg}_ F55~- 8F- AN~

16 ~ N~ 5RS5G~~ 9N- AN9-~ N- 8gGH- A-~~ NN5R- AS-~ 8-~ MP595- V~ S~ 8N_ B5~ W55N- A

17 H5~ GH~- 8F-~ W8- AN9- A- HAbF-+~-~/~}- F55~- AN9-~ 5N-+~ 9}- F55~- AB9V5-~ HE

18 GRA95- A~ -~ H5- R8A9 - R~ GH~- 8F- WA~.- -~ HES5 - 8 ~GNS - MA~ - B5 - IHSPbA\l59

19 F8R~\l-FfV5-+ 45}- 9A\lS- PRf8R-~ 9-~ H5- PRfMAR\l- Bb5G~ f8N- AN9- SHAbb- BE

20 REM8V59- FfF~55N

21
lZL CAMPAIGN AND PUBLIC ISSUE S EXCEPT

22 FOR BIL_~
BOARDS..L SIGNS ANNOUNCING CANDIDATES SEEKING OFFICE

23 AND ADVOCATING THE SUPPORT OR DEFEAT OF PUBLIC ISSUES SHALL BE

24 !.'~
RMIT.'1:ED ,-!.' ROVIDl?I2. THE TOTA_~ AREA OF THE S NOT

25
SIXTEEN 16 S~ QAR~ FEET FOR EACH !.' REMISE IN A RES

AND SQUARE FEET IN AN
26

27
BUS_~NESl'L OR THESE SIGNS SHALL BE CONFINED

28
TO PRIVATE PROPERTY. NO SIGN SHALL BE PLACED WITHIN S 60

29
FEET OF THE CENTER OF A ROAD OR IN SUCH A ~~ NNER AS

30 TO IMPEDE VISION. THESE SIGNS MAY BE DISPLAYED FORTY- FIVE 45

31 DAYS PRIOR TO THE PRIMARY ELECTION AND SHALL BE REMOVED FIFTEEN

32
15) DAYS AFTER THE GENERAL ELECTION OR WITHIN FIFTEEN ( 15) DAYS

8
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AFTER THE PRIMARY IF THE CANDIDATE IS NOT A Cl\NDIDATE FOR THE

2 GENERAL ELECTION.

3 8t-- H8ME8WNER- fBEN~ fFfGA~ f8N- Sf6NS.--~ HfS- Sf6N- SHAbb

4 N8~- E* 8EEB- 8NE-~~ t- SeBARE- F88~.

5 9t-- A6Rf8Bb~8RAb- fBEN~ fFf6A~f8N- Sf6NS.--~ HE5E- Sf6NS

6 SHAbb- Ne~- E* 8EEB- Sf*-~ 6t- 5e8ARE- FEE~- fN- AREA- ANB- beeA~EB- Ne~- bESS

7 ~ HAN-~ HfR~~- FfVE-~ 35t- PEE~- FR8M- 6EN~ ER- bfHE- 8F- ReAB- eR-~ EN-~~ et

8 PEE~- PReM-~ HE- PBBbf6- R8A9- Rf6H~- 8F- WA~ T- WH~ 6HEVER- f5- 6REA~ ER.

9
Jfl.l HOMEOWNER SIGNS. THESE SIGNS

10
IDEliTIFYING THE ~ AME,_ ADDRESS_.!.- AND OCCUPATION OF RES SHALL

11 NOT

12

TWO 2 SQUARE FEET.

9 AGRICULTURAL IDENTIFICATION S THESE SIGNS

13 SHALL NOT EXCEED

14 BE LOCATED LESS THAN

15 ROAD OR TEN 10 FEET

16

32 . i3QUAR~ fEET IN ?\ REA AND NOT

FEET FROM CENTER LINE OF

THE ROAD WHICHEVER

17 10 DIRECTIONAL SIGNS. DIRECTIONAL S FOR ANY .!:. gBLI~
18

CHARITABLEL EDUCATIONAL, OR RELI9IOUS FUNCTION SHALL BE SET BACK

19 TEN 10 FEET FROM ROAD THESE SIGNS SHALL NOT

20
EXCEED TWO 2 SQUAR~ IN SIGN AREA AND SHALL NOT EXCEED FOUR

21
J!l_ FEET I~ HEIGHT ABQVE THE ROAD

GRADE-.:..
22

SECTION 25- 74. CALCULATION OF ADVERTISING OR SIGN AREA.

23
1) DOUBLE- FACED SIGNS. ONE ( 1) FACE OF A SIGN HAVING

24
OBVERSE AND REVERSE FACES SHALL BE CONSIDERED IN CALCULATING THE

25
ADVERTISING AREA. IN THE EVENT THAT THE FACES OF A SIGN ARE OF A

26
DIFFERENT AREA, THE FACE HAVING THE LARGER AREA SHALL DETERMINE

27
THE ADVERTISING AREA OF THE SIGN.

28
2) MULTI- FACED OR CURVED SURFACE SIGNS. THE ADVERTISING

29
OF A MULTI- FACED OR CURVED SURFACE SIGN SHALL BE CALCULATED

30
FROM DH1ENSIONS DERIVED FROM ITS GREATEST PLANE PROJECTION.

31
3) IRREGULARLY SHAPED SIGNS. THE ADVERTISING AREA OF

32
IRREGULARLY SHAPED SIGNS SHALL BE CALCULATED BY TOTALING THE AREA

9-
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OF ONE OR MORE RECTANGLES COMPLETELY ENCLOSING THE EXTREMITIES OF

2 THE SIGN.

3 ( 4) MODULAR SIGNS. THE ADVERTISING AREA OF SIGNS CONSISTING

4 OF TWO ( 2) OR MORE INDIVIDUAL LETTERS, CHARACTERS, NUMBERS, OR

5 FIGURES SHALL BE DETERMINED BY THE AREA OF A DESCRIBED RECTANGLE

6 COMPLETELY ENCLOSING THE EXTREMITIES OF ALL OF THE INDIVIDUAL

7 LETTERS, CHARACTERS, NUMBERS, OR FIGURES; PROVIDED, HOI-vEVER, THAT

8 IF INDIVIDUAL MODULES ARE MOUNTED ON A BACKGROUND OTHER THAN AN

9 INTEGRAL STRUCTURE COMPONENT OF A BUILDING, THE ENTIRE AREA OF

10 SUCH A BACKGROUND SHALL BE CALCULATED AS ADVERTISING AREA.

11 5) CYLINDRICAL SIGNS. THE ADVERTISING AREA OF CYLINDRICAL

12 SIGNS SHALL BE COMPUTED BY MULTIPLYING ONE- HALF ( 1/ 2) OF THE

13 CIRCUMFERENCE BY THE HEIGHT OF THE SIGN.

14 SECTION 25- 75. STRUCTURAL REQUIREMENTS FOR SIGNS.

15 ALL SIGNS AND SUPPORTING STRUCTURES NOT EXEMPTED PURSUANT TO

16 SECTION 25- 73 SHALL COMPLY WITH THE PERTINENT REQUIREMENTS OF THE

17 BOCA CODE, AS ADOPTED BY HARFORD COUNTY, MARYLAND.

18 SECTION 25- 76. INSPECTION, MAINTENANCE AND REMOVAL.

19 ( 1) INSPECTION. SIGNS FOR WHICH A PERllIT IS REQUIRED MAY

20 BE INSPECTED PERIODICALLY BY THE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER FOR COM-

21 PLIANCE WITH THIS ARTICLE.

22 ( 2) TAGS. ALL SIGNS REQUIRING PERMITS SHALL DISPLAY A TAG

23 PERMANEN'l'LY AFFIXED TO THE SIGN IN A PLACE CONSPICUOUS TO THE

24 ENFORCEMENT OFFICER. THESE TAGS WILL BE ISSUED BY THE ENFORCEMENT

25 OFFICER.

26 ( 3) MAINTENANCE. ALL SIGNS AND SUPPORTING STRUCTURES SHALL

27 BE KEPT IN GOOD REPAIR AND IN SAFE AND ATTRACTIVE CONDITION.

28 ( 4) REMOVAL OF UNSAFE AND UNLAWFUL SIGNS. IF THE ENFORCE-

29 MENT OFFICER SHALL FIND THAT ANY SIGN OR OTHER ADVERTISING

30 STRUCTURE REGULATED HEREIN IS UNSAFE OR HAS BEEN CONSTRUCTED OR

31 ERECTED OR IS BEING t1AINTAINED IN VIOLATION OF THE PROVISIONS OF

32 THIS ARTICLE, THE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER SHALL GIVE WRITTEN NOTICE TO

10-
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THE PERMITTEE THEREOF. IF THE PERMITTEE FAILS TO REMOVE OR ALTER

2 THE STRUCTURE SO AS TO COMPLY WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ARTICLE

3 WITHIN ~ WEN~ V-~~ Gt- 9AVS- AF~ 5R- SBeH THE TIME STATED IN THE NOTICE,

4 THE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER SHALL TAKE NECESSARY LEGAL ACTION TO SEEK

5 COMPLIANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ARTICLE.

6 SECTION 25- 77. ILLUMINATION.

7 ( 1) THE LIGHT FROM ANY ILLUM.INATED SIGN OR FROM ANY LIGHT

8 SOURCE, INCLUDING INTERIOR OF A BUILDING, SHALL BE SO SHADED,

9 SHIELDED, OR DIRECTED THAT THE LIGHT INTENSITY OR BRIGHTNESS

10 NOT ADVERSELY AFFECT SURROUNDING OR FACING PREMISES NOR ADVERSELY

11 AFFECT THE VISION OF MOTOR VEHICLE OPERATORS.

12 ( 2) NO SIGN SHALL HAVE BLINKING OR FLASHING LIGHTS OR OTHER

13 ILLUMINATION DEVICES WHICH HAVE A CHANGING LIGHT INTENSITY,

14 BRIGHTNESS OR COLOR, OR WHICH ARE SO CONSTRUCTED AND OPERATED SO

15 AS TO CREATE AN APPEARANCE OR ILLUSION OF WRITING, EXCEPT SIGNS

16 DESIGNED TO SHOW THE TIME, TEMPERATURE, AND OTHER PUBLIC SERVICE

17 MESSAGES. NOTHING CONTAINED IN THIS ARTICLE SHALL, HOWEVER, BE

18 CONSTRUED AS PREVENTING THE USE OF LIGHTS OR DECORATIONS COM-

19 MEMORATING RELIGIOUS AND PATRIOTIC HOLIDAYS. BEACON LIGHTS OR

20 SEARCH LIGHTS SHALL BE TEMPORARILY PERMITTED FOR ADVERTISING

21 SPECIAL EVENTS.

22 ( 3) NO EXPOSED REFLECTIVE TYPE BULBS AND NO STROBE LIGHTS

23 INCANDESCENT LAMPS EXCEEDING FIFTEEN ( 15) WATTS SHALL BE USED ON

24 THE EXTERIOR SURFACE OF ANY SIGN SO AS TO EXPOSE THE FACE OF THE

25 BULB, LIGHT, OR LAMP TO ANY PUBLIC STREET OR ADJACENT PROPERTY

26 EXCEPT SIGNS DESIGNED TO SHOW THE TIJVlE, TEMPERATURE, AND OTHER

27 PUBLIC SERVICE MESSAGES.

28 SECTION 25- 78. SIGNS PERMITTED IN ALL ZONING DISTRICTS.

29 THE FOLLOWING SIGNS SHALL BE PERMITTED ANYWHERE WITHIN THE

30 COUNTY:

31

32

11-



eoOl" 8 ~i!i";:'
j ii.....

1) CONSTRUCTION SIGNS. ONE SIGN SHALL BE PERMITTED

2 FOR ALL CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTORS, ONE FOR ALL PROFESSIONALS,

3 FIRMS, AND ONE FOR ALL LENDING INSTITUTIONS ON SITES UNDER CON-

4 STRUCTION. EACH SIGN SHALL NOT EXCEED THIRTY- TWO ( 32) SQUARE

5 8VEAAbb, AND NO MORE THAN THREE ( 3) SUCH SIGNS SHALL BE PERMITTED

6 ON ONE SITE. THE SIGN SHALL BE CONFINED TO THE CONSTRUCTION SITE,

7 CONSTRUCTION SHED, OR TRAILER AND SHALL BE REMOVED WITHIN FIFTEEN

8 ( 15) DAYS AFTER THE BEGINNING OF THE INTENDED USE OF THE PROJECT.

9 ( 2) PERMANENT RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT PROJECT IDENTI-

10 FICATION SIGNS. ONE ( 1) RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT PROJECT IDENTI-

11
FICATION SIGN NOT EXCEEDING SIXTY- FOUR ( 64) SQUARE FEE1' IN AREA

12 SHALL BE PERMITTED ON THE PROPERTY PROVIDED IT IS LOCATED IN

13 CONFomffiNCE WITH APPLICABLE MINIMUM BUILDING SETBACK LINES FOR

14
DISTRICT AND NOT EXCEEDING A HEIGHT OF SIX ( 6) FEET. IF THE LOT

15 OR PARCEL HAS MULTIPLE FRONTAGE OF AT LEAST FIFTY ( 50) FEET, ONE

16 ADDITIONAL SIGN NOT EXCEEDING THIRTY- TWO ( 32) SQUARE FEET AND NOT

17 EXCEEDING A HEIGHT OF SIX ( 6) FEET IN AREA SHALL BE ALLOWED ON

18 PROPERTY TO BE PLACED FACING THE ADDITIONAL FRONTAGE IN CONFOR-

19
MANCE \ VITH MINIMUM BUILDING SETBl\.CK LINES. UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES

20 SHALL HORE THAN TWO ( 2) SIGNS BE PERMITTED FOR THE DEVELOPMENT.

21
3) STREET BANNERS. A TEMPORARY STREET BANNER ADVER-

22
TISING A PUBLIC EVENT SHALL BE PERMITTED IF A PERMIT IS ISSUED

23
APPROVAL HAS BEEN GRANTED BY THE BAb~ fMeRE- 8AS- ANB- EbEe~ Rfe

24
eeMPAN~- ANB ~ PPROfRIA~ PUB~ IC UTILITY ANDjOB THE APPROPRIATE

25
STATE OR COUNTY HIGHWAY AUTHORITY.

26
4) PERMANENT INSTITUTIONAL SIGNS. SIGNS OF A PERMA-

27
NENT NATURE SETTING FORTH THE NAME OF A PLACE OF WORSHIP, SERVICE

28
CLUB, CIVIC ORGANIZATION, PUBLIC OR SERVICE CENTER, PUBLIC INSTI-

29
TUTIONS, SCHOOLS, OR OTHER SIMILAR USES SHALL BE PERMITTED IF

30
SETBACK IS ONE- THIRD ( 1/ 3) OF THE REQUIRED BUILDING SETBACK OF

31
THE DISTRICT. ILLUMINATION SHALL BE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE

32
RESTRICTIONS SET FORTH IN SECTION 25- 77. SUCH SIGNS SHALL NOT

12-
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EXCEED THIRTY- TWO ( 32) SQUARE FEET FOR THE OVERALL STRUCTURE AND

2 SHALL NOT EXCEED SIX ( 6) FEET IN OVERALL HEIGHT.

3 5) AGRICULTURAL ROAD Sf6N- S~ AN9S STAND SIGNS. SIGNS

4 FOR ACCESSORY AGRICULTURAL ROADSIDE STANDS SHALL NOT EXCEED

5 THIRTY- TWO ( 32) SQUARE FEET AND NOT EXCEED A HEIGHT OF SIX ( 6)

6 FEET. SUCH SIGNS SHALL NOT BE LOCATED LESS THAN THIRTY- FIVE ( 35)

7 FEET FROM CENTER LINE OF ROAD OR TEN ( 10) FEET FROM THE PUBLIC

8 ROAD RIGHT- OF- WAY, WHICHEVER IS GREATER.

9 SECTION 25- 79. SIGNS PERMITTED BY ZONING DISTRICTS.

10 ( a) RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS AND RESIDENTIAL LOTS:

11 1) PROFESSIONAL OR HOME OCCUPATION SIGNS.

12
a. ONE ( 1) LIGHTED SIGN, NOT EXCEEDING TWO ( 2)

13 SQUARE FEET IN AREA AND ATTACHED FLAT AGAINST THE BUILDING, SHALL

14 BE PERMITTED IN CONJUNCTION WITH APPROVED PROFESSIONAL OR Harm

15 OCCUPATIONS AS SET FORTH IN THE ZONING CODE.

16 b. FREESTANDING SIGNS ~~ Y BE PERMITTED AS A

17 SPECIAL EXCEPTION, SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF THE BOARDT WHEN

18 bGGA~ E9- N8~- bESS-~ HAN-~ EN- f~8t- FEE~- FR8M-~ HB- FR8N~- PR8PER~~- bfNE

19 AN9- B8- N8~- B~ GEE9- SfX- f6t- FEE~- fN- HEf8H~ T- Wf~ H- A- Sf6N- AREA- N8~-~ 8

20

21 THAN TEN 10 . FEET FROM !!:l~ !.'~AD_ !.' IG!l.~-:-OF-J7̂AY, DO NOT

NOT ~ ESsl
SIX i

FOUR iiLI

EXGBE9- FG9R- f4t- SQ9ARE- FEE~ T
L

PRO~ IDED THEY AR~ ~ OCATED

22
i~ FEET IN f.l_E:1.GH'!'

L
AND DO NOT HAVE ~ SIGN ARE~

23
FEET.

24
b) BUSINESS DISTRICTS AND INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS.

25
f~t-- WAbb- Sf8NS.-- Abb- FbA~- WAbb- M88N~ EB- Sf8NS- SHAbb- N8~

26 EXGEE9- A-~ 8~ Ab- AREA- 8F-~ W8- f2t- SegARE- FEE~- PER- EAGH- bfNEAb- F88~- 8Fi
I

27
ggfb8fN8- Wf9~ H- MEAS9R59- Ab8N8-~ HE- FR8N~- WAbb- 8R- EN~ RAN6E- WAbb- 8F- A[

28
B9fb9fN6.-- fF- A- B9fb9fN8- fS- b86A~ E8- 8N- A- b8~- HA~ fN6- FR8N~ A6E- eN

29 ~
W8- S~ REE~ ST-~ HEN-~ HE- Sf8N- AREA- FeR- EA6H- SfBE- SHAbb- BE- 6Ab6gbA~ E9

30
8gPAR1l,~ Eb"'.

31
f2t-- PR8JEG~ fN6- Sf8NS.

32
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2

i

FREgS~ AN9~ NG- S~ GNS-~ 9EN~~ F~~ NG-~ N~ gGRA~ g9- GQMM~ N~~~ I
SHGPP~ NG- GgN~ ERS~-- PREgS~ ANQ~ NG- S~ GNS-~ 9EN~~ F~~ NG_ SHQPP~ NG- GEN~ ERSI
SHAbb- BE- AbbGWE9T- BB~-~ HE- MA~~ M9M- SfGN- ARgA- SHAbb- BE_ 9E~ ERMfNE93

4 N9EPEN9EN~ b~- FRGM-~ HE- S~ GN- AREA- RES~ RfG~~ GNS- GGN~ A~ NE9-~ N- SEG~~ Qwl
I

5-~ 1+~ t7-- FREES~ ANQ~ NG- S~ GNS- SHAbb- NG~- EXGEE9- GNE-+ l}-SegARE- FGG~ 1
fN- AREA- FeR- EAeH- eNE-+ 1t- Fee~- eF- PRGPER~~- FRGN~ AGE- GR- PGBR- HBN9REgl

4GGt- SegARE- FEE~ T- WHfeHEVER- fS- SMAbbER7-- eNE- SgeH- S~ GN- SHAbb- BE I
I

PERMf~~ EB- F8R- EAeH- ReA8- FReN~ A6E- 8R- Ne~- M8RE-~ HAN-~ we-+~ t- Sf6NS- GFI

5

6

7

8

9 Ee8Ab- Sf3E- SHAbb- BE- PERMf~~ E8- AbeN6- AH~- FReN~ A6E- WHfeH- ExeEE8S I
I
I

FfVE- H9H8RE8- fSG9t- FEE~~--~ HE- Sf6N- HEf6H~- SHAbb- H8~- E* eEEB-~ WEN~~- i
I

i

10

11 FfVE-+~ St- FEE~- ANB- SHAbb- BE- SE~- BAe~- N8~- bESS-~ HAH-~ WEH~~- f~9t

12 FEE~- FR8M-~ HE- FReH~- PRePER~~- bfHE7

13 fH-- MARe8EES7

14 fSt-- R88F- Sf6HS7

15 6t-- eAN8P~- Sf6NS7

16 t--~EMPeRAR~- Sf6HS~

17 ON ~ ND ATT!,CHED TO COMM~ RCIAL OR INDU..?_TRIAL1) SIGNS

18 THE TOTAL AREA OF ALL SIGNS ER~ CTEQ ON AN!:) '2TTA~ HED ~ d
i

I
I

ALONG I

ISI
I

BUILDINGS.

19 COMMERCIAL OR INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS NOT EXC~ ED FOUR ii.L
20 SQUAR~ !,: EE;! ~ ER !, ACH . LINEAl:: FOO'!'. OF BU_ILDING WIDTH

21 THE FRONT WALL OR ENTRANCE WALL OF A BUILDING. IF A

22 LOCATED O,,! ~ ~ Q'~ HAVING FROl:l_TAG~ ON TWQ STREETS ,_ Tf~J:~ ' rIlE SIGN

23 AREA FOR EACH SIDE SHALL BE CALCULATED SEPARATELY.

24 (~

25
lel

26 (
c)

27 _~
l

28
e

29 (
f)

WALL SIGNS.

PROJECTING SIGNS.

ROOF SIGNS.

CANOPY SIGNS.

TEMPORARY SIGNS ERECTED ON AND ATTACHED TO C: OJ'li-

30 MERCIAL OR INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS.

31

32
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2 1 INTEGRATED

3 COMMUNITY SHOPPING CENTERS. FREESTANDING S IDENTIFYING

4 COMI1UNITY SHOPP CENTERS SHALL BE ALLO~ ED, ~ UT THE

5 HAXHmM SIGN AREA SHALL BE DETERMINED INDEPENDENTLY FROM THE SIGN

6 AREA RESTRICTIONS CONTAINED IN SECTION 25- 71

7 S SHALL NOT ~ XCEED ONE. ill. ~QUARE FOOT IN AREA FOR EAC1i I90T

8 OF ROAD OR FOUR HUNDEED .'-!. o.2l FEET, ' v',THIC! iEVE.G IS

9 SMALLER. ONE SUCH S SHALL BE FOR EACH ROAD

10 OR NOT MORE THAN TWO 2 SIGNS SHALL BE ALONG ANY

11 WHICH EXCEEDS FIVE HUNDRED 500 FEET. THE SIGN HE SHALL NOT

12 ~~ fEED FO.GT~ l!QL FEET AND SHALL BE SET BAC~ ~ OT

13 20 FEET FROM FRONT PROPERTY LINE.

THAN TWENTY

14 2 SIGN COMMERCIAL OR

15 INDUSTRIAL ACTIVITY OTHER THAN INTEGRATED COMMUNITY SHOPP

16 A FREESTANDING SIGN IDENTIFYING COMMERCIAL OR

17 ACTIVITY THAN COMMUNITY SHOPPING CENTERS SHALL BE

20 2 DIRECTIONAL SIGNS. ONE ill. SIGN NOT

18 EACH ROAD FRONTAGE AND THE MAXIMUM SIGN AREA SHALL BE

19 IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE RESTRICTIONS CONTAINED IN SECTION 25- 71

21 EXCEEDING ~ OUR ill SQUARE FEET IN S AREA AND SIX 6 FEET

22 ABOVE THE ROAD BE PERMITTED PER

23 LOCATED AT THE NEAREST INTERSECTION OF ANY MAJOR COLLECTOR OR

24 ROAD AND SET BACK THE DISTANCE FOR THE

25 HOWEVER, THE MAXIMUM NUMBER OF SIGNS NOT EXCEED

26 THREE 3 PER QUADRANT.

27 JQ DISTRIC'rS:

28 1 PROFESSIONAL OR HOME SIGNS.

29 a. ONE 1 SIGN NOT TWO 2

30 FEET IN AREA ON LOTS NOT EXCLUS USED FOR RES

31 PURPOSES SHALL BE PERMITTED. SIGNS MAY BE ATTACHED

32
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9AIN::;'!:, THE BUILDIl'I9. Q~!.- IF LOCATED NOT LESS THAN

2 TEN 10 FEET FROM THE ROAD RIGHT- OF- WAY.

3 2) DIRECTIONAL SIGNS. ONE JJ~ : QIRECTIONA.I:: SIGN !\JOT

4 ______EXCEEDING FOUR 4 FEET IN SIGN AREA AN.Q SIX iii.l FEE:.T 11"L

5 ___ ____HEIGHT ABOVE THE ROAD GRADE SHALL BE PERt-IIT'TED PER BUSINESS USE IF

6 SE'I' BACK TEN 10 FEET FROM THE ROAD RIGHT- OF- WAY AND LOCATED AT

7 THE NEAREST ARTERIAL ROAD.

8 SECTION 25- 80. SIGNS PROHIBITED.

9 ( a) THE FOLLOWING SIGNS ARE PROHIBITED IN ALL DISTRICTS AND

10 SHALL BE REi'-10VED J:MI1'l],;J;)J: A!J'Ji;J;,:lf IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 25- 76:

11 1) SIGNS CONTAINING STATEMENTS, WORDS, OR PICTURES OF

12 AN OBSCENE, INDECENT, OR IMMORAL CHARACTER THAT OFFEND PUBLIC

13 MORALS OR DECENCY OF THE COMMUNITY.

14 2) SIGNS WHJ:GH- ARE OF A SIZE, LOCATION, MOVEMENT,

15 CONTENT, COLORATION, OR MANNER OF ILLUMINA'rION WHICH MAY BE

16 CONFUSED WITH OR CONSTRUED AS A TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICE OR WHICH

17 HIDE FROM VIEW AN~-~ RAFFJ:G- 9R- 8~ REE~- 8J:6N- 9R- 8~ 6NAh ANY

18 SIGNS OR WHICH DISTRACT OR OBSTRUCT THE VIEW OF ROAD OR

19 TRAFFIC IN ANY DIRECTION AT A ~~ RJi; g!J'- 9R ROAD INTERSECTION.

20 ~ J+--~ J:~W~- WgJ:bg- ARg- PhAGgQ- WJ:~gJ:N- A- MYNJ:GJ:PAb7- 89BN~~ 7

21 OR- S~ A~ g- RJGg!J'= Q~= WA~ T- gXbgp~- A~- PRQVJ:9E9- J:N- 8gG~ J:9N_~ 9-+ J~ 4+.

22 b) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SECTION 25- 73 SIGNS WHICH ARE

23 PLACED WITHIN THE COUNTY OR STATE RIGHT- OF- WAY ARE AND

24 SHALL BE REMOVED IMMEDIATELY BY THE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OR THE

25 APPROPRIATE HIGHWAY AUTHORITY.

26 J.s.:l FREESTANDING SIGNS ADVERTIS BUSINESS USES SHALL NOT

DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS.27 BE PERMITTED IN PLANNED RES

28 SECTION 25- 81. BILLBOARDS.

29 ( 1) GENERAL. BILLBOARDS SHALL BE PERMITTED IN THE

30 BUSINESS- 3 ( B3), COMMERCIAL/ INDUSTRIAL ( CI), AND

31 ( GI) DISTRICTS ONLY.

32
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2) LOCATION. BILLBOARDS SHALL NOT BE PERMITTED TO BE

2 ERECTED WITHIN THREE HUNDRED ( 300) ,~ EET OF ANY PUBLIC SQUARE, OR

3 THE ENTRANCE TO ANY PUBLIC PARK, PUBLIC, PRIVATE OR PAROCHIAL

4 SCHOOL, LIBRARY, CHURCH, OR SIMILAR INSTITUTION. ALL SUCH SIGNS

5 SHALL BE SET BACK FROM THE FRONT PROPERTY LINE THE DISTANCE

6 REQUIRED FOR A PRINCIPAL BUILDING IN THE ZONING DISTRICT IN WHICH

7 LOCATED. NO BILLBOARD SHALL BE PERMITTED TO BE ERECTED WITHIN

8 HUNDRED ( 100) FEET OF A ROAD INTERSECTION UNLESS THE BASE OF THE

9 SIGN IS NO'f LESS THAN TEN ( 10) FEET ABOVE GROUND LEVEL OR ROAD

10 SURFACE, ,' JHICHEVER IS HIGHER. NO BILLBOARD SHALL BE ERECTED

11 WITHIN SIX HUNDRED SIXTY ( 660) FEET OF ANY HIGHWAY WHICH IS PART

12 OF THE INTERSTATE HIGHWAY SYSTEM.

13 ( 3) HEIGHT. A BILLBOARD SHALL BE NO MORE THAN FeR~~- F~ VE

14 - E45t FORTY 40 FEET IN HEIGHT FROM ROAD GRADE. A VARIANCE IN

15 MAXIMUM HEIGHT MAY BE GRANTED BY THE BOARD DUE TO THE UNIQUENESS

16 OF THE PROPERTY.

17 ( 4) AREA. BILLBOARDS DISPLAYING POSTER PANELS ~ ffiY BE

18 SINGLE- OR DOUBLE- FACED. NO STRUCTURE SHALL CONTAIN

19 ( 2) FACES SHOWING IN THE SAME DIRECTION. THE TWO BILLBOARDS

20 NOT EXCEED A COMBINED TOTAL OF SIX HUNDRED ( 600) SQUARE FEET.

21 PAINTED BULLETINS SHALL BE LIMITED TO AN IND FACEL EITHER

22 SINGLE- Q~ pOU~~ E-~~ CE~ AN~ SHALL NOT EXCEED A TOTAL OF NINE

23 HUNDRED i2~QL FEET PER FACE.

24
6) ILLUMINATION. ILLUMINATION SHALL BE IN ACCORDANCE WITH

25 THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 25- 77.

26
SECTION 25- 82. NONCONFORMING SIGNS.

27
El+-- Ahh- SfGNS- eR- e~ HER- A8VER~ fS~NG- S~ R8e~ 8RES- bAWF8bh~- fN

28

29
NeNeeNFeRMfN6- SfGNS- B8~- ARE- PERMf~~ E8-~ 8- E* fS~T- E* eEP~_~ HA~-~ HESE

30
N8Ne8NFeRMfNG- SfGNS- MA~- N8~- BE- Ab~ EREB- eR- REbeeA~ EB_ BNbESS-~ HERE

31
fs- eeMPbfANeE- Wf~ H-~ HE- PR8VfSfeNs- ep-~ H~ S- AR~~ ebE7

17-
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f~~--Abb- G~ HER- S~ GN&- GR- G~ HER- A~ VER~~ S~ NG_ S~ RYG~ gRgS_~ N

2 E~ F&~ BNGB- 9PGN-~ Hg- gFFEG~ FVE-~ A~E- GF-~ H~ S- AR~ BGbg_ WH~ GH- V~GbA~ g- GR

3 8G- NG~- eGMPb~- Wf~ H-~ HE- PRGVFSFGN&- HgRgGF-& HAbb_Bg_REMGVE9r- Ab~gRg~

4 GR- RBPbAeE8-& G- A&-~ G- eGMPb~- WF~ H-~ HF&- AR~ Febg_W~~ H~ N_ S~~- f~~

5 MGN';PHS~

6 1 ALL SIGNS OR OTHER ADVERTISING STRUCTURES LAWFULLY IN

7 EXI DATE OF THIS ARTUPON THE WHICH DO NOT

8
CONF:ORM TO ':J:'HE REQUIRE~1ENTS OF THIS Z2B':J:'~CLE SHALL

9
NONCONFORMING S NONCONFORMING S l'RE PERrHJ'TED TO EX~~':J:'L

10 EXCEPT THAT THEY MAY NOT BE STRUCTURALLY ALTERED OR RELOCATED

11
IS COMPLIANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THIS

12
2 ALL OTHER SIGNS OR OTHER ADVERTISING WHICH

13 WERE IN VIOLATION OF THE LAW OR WHICH ARE IN

14
VIOLATION OF THE PROVISIONS SHALL BE ~ EMO\ TED ~  OR

15 REPLACED SO AS TO COMPLY WITH THIS WITHIN SIX 6 MONTHS

16 OF THE DATE OF

17
SECTION 25- 83. VARIANCE.

18
1) THE BOARD MAY GRANT A VARIANCE FRO~1 THE PROVISIONS OF

19
THIS ARTICLE IF, BY REASON OF THE CONFIGURATION OR IRREGULAR SHAPE

20
OF THE LOT OR, BY REASON OF TOPOGRAPHIC CONDITIONS OR OTHER

21
EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES UNIQUE TO THE LOT OR BUILDING, PRACTICAL

22
DIFFICULTY OR UNNECESSARY HARDSHIP RESULTS. THE BOARD SHALL,

23
BEFORE GRANTING THE VARIANCE, ~ ffiKE A WRITTEN FINDING AS PART OF

24
THE RECORD THAT THE CONDITIONS OR CIRCUMSTANCES DESCRIBED ARE

25
UNIQUE TO THE LOT OR BUILDING, THAT THE CONDITIONS OR CIRCUM-

26
STANCES CAUSE THE DIFFICULTY OR HARDSHIP, AND THAT THE VARIANCE

27
CAN BE GRANTED WITHOUT IMPAIRMENT OF THE PURPOSE AND PROVISIONS OF

28
THIS ARTICLE.

29
SECTION 25- 84. ADMINISTRATION AND PENALTIES.

30
1) ENFORCEMENT. THE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OR DESIGNEE IS

31
HEREBY AUTHORIZED AND DIRECTED TO INTERPRET, ADMINISTER, AND

32
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ENFORCE ALL OF THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ARTICLE AND ANY DECISION

2 RENDERED SHALL BE FINAL UNLESS APPEALED AS PROVIDED HEREIN.

3 2) APPEAL. UPON DENIAL OF AN APPLICATION FOR A SIGN

4 PERMIT, THE APPLICANT MAY FILE AN APPEAL IN WRITING ON AN

5 FORM WITHIN TWEN'I'Y ( 20) DAYS OF THE DATE OF ACTION OF THE DEPART-

6 MENT TO THE BOARD. A SIGN Ol-vNER OH OWNER OF PROPERTY UPON WHICH

7 A SIGN IS LOCA'fED MAY APPEAL THE DECISION OF THE ENFORCEMENT

8 OFFICER REQUIRING SIGN REMOVAL, RELOCATION, OR ALTERATION TO THE

9 BOARD, PROVIDED THE APPEAL IS FILED WITHIN TWENTY ( 20) DAYS OF

10 NOTICE OF NONCOMPLIANCE WITH THIS ARTICLE , AND ON A FORM PREPARED

11 BY THE DEPARTMENT.

12 3) VIOLATION AND PENALTIES.

13 a) WHENEVER THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ARTICLE HAVE BEEN

14 VIOLATED, THE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER SHALL GIVE NOTICE BY FIRST

15 MAIL TO THE OWNER AND OCCUPANT OF THE PROPERTY ALLEGED TO BE IN

16 VIOLATION STATING THE NATURE OF THE VIOLATION AND ORDERING THAT

17 ANY UNLAWFUL ACTIVITY BE ABATED.

18 b) ANY OWNERT ~ BNAN~ OR OCCUPANT WHO USES OR PERMITS

19 THE USE OF LAND, BUILDINGS OR STRUCTURES CONTRARY TO THE PRO-

20 VISIONS OF THIS ARTICLE SHALL BE GUILTY OF A MISDEMEANOR AND

21 BE FINED NOT MORE THAN FIVE HUNDRED DOLLAR ($ 500. 00) FOR EACH

22 OFFENSE. EACH DAY OF A CONTINUING VIOLATION SHALL BE CONSIDERED

23 SEPARP.TE VIOLATION.

24
c) THE COUNTY MAY RECOVER DA}ffiGES IN A CIVIL ACTION

25 FOR VIOLATION OF THIS ARTICLE AND ~ ffiY ADOPT PROCEDURES FOR THE

26 IMPOSITION OF CIVIL PENALTIES AS AUTHORIZED BY STATE LAW.

27 Section 2. And Be It Further Enacted, that this Act is hereby

28 declared to be an Emergency Act, necessary for the regulation of

29 signs and to protect the property, health, and welfare of the

30 citizens of Harford County, Maryland, and shall take effcct on

31 date it becomes law.

32 EFFECTIVE: October 22, 1982
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BY THE COUNCIL

Read the third time.

Passed LSD 82- 33 ( October 19, 1982) with amendments

Failed of Passage

By order

a~/Lv '/7)~o> .I~~,
tI Secretary

Sealed with the County Seal and presented to the County Executive
for his approval this 20th _ day of October 1982

at 3: 00 o' clock ~. M,

a
J"
k ':Y7)/? J .I. - "J.. /'Secretary

j \ - 'V,;
7 /

v
v

r

t~~~~~~ 
c~'; ~<:

c~
J~..\ <......_.

v~,. , BY THE EXECUTIVE

APPROVED:

BY THE COUNCIL

This Bill ( No. 82- 68 ( as amended), having been approved by
the Executive and returned to the Council, becomes law on

October 22, 1982.

a t:"-...., f ~,.

HI"" ) 
77 ),q/A.~ R-4-/...-'~ I Secretary

M.

EFFECTIVE DATE: October 22, 1982


